
 

 

 

President’s Keyboard 
Dear Members and Friends, 

The results of our recent elections are still on 
everyoneʼs mind and in the newspapers. We will be 
carefully watching the newly-elected officials and need to 
express our opinions about changes that might be made by 
phoning or emailing those who represent us.  

Nationally, only 40% of eligible voters went to the 
polling places this year. Pennsylvania was at 46.5% 
turnout, better than average but a lot lower than the 70% 
who turned out in PA for the 2008 presidential election. So 
out of the 8.5 million voters registered in the state, less than 
half of them voted this November 2nd. I wonder if we would 
have had a different outcome if more of those millions of 
voters had gone to the polls.   

We in the LWV have our work cut out for us in 
combating voter apathy and/or voter fatigue.  Perhaps all 
those ads, mostly negative ones, have worn out PA voters.  
Perhaps the young voter turnout was especially low 
because of the negativity they saw on TV.  The weather 
was good, so we canʼt blame that!   

Maybe PA should consider early voting, as some 
states allow, where you can vote in person days before 
Election Day at specific polling places. Or perhaps itʼs time 
for the U.S. to copy Great Britain and only allow three 
weeks of campaigning with strict spending limits. Imagine 
how peaceful our lives would have been if all the ads had 
not started until October 12th!   

Iʼm proud that our League debate this fall focused 
the candidates on the issues by eliciting questions from the 
audience. Rosemaryʼs work editing and arranging for 
publication of our non-partisan Voters Guide also provided 
important source of candidate information. 

Kate deRiel       email: katederiel@verizon.net 
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Reminder: Be sure to send in your 
LWV-Haverford Twp. membership 
renewals.    
   Questions?  Call Phyllis Lane                   
              610-525-4465 

Know someone who should be 
receiving this newsletter, but isnʼt?  
Contact Rosemary Kesling at  
              610-789-2680 
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President Obama had several words to describe what had happened at the 
nationwide election on November 2 this year.  One of those words was “shellacking,” 
referring to the losses the Democrats across the country endured.  In Haverford Township, 
voters faced candidate choices on their ballots for four races: for the U.S. Senate, for the 
Pennsylvania Governorship, for the Pa. seventh district Congressman, and for the 166th 
district Pa. state legislator.  Our local outcomes for these offices were not quite so one-
sided. 

Republicans won the local U.S. Senate contest (Toomey over Sestak), but it was 
close.  Republican Corbett and his running mate defeated Onorato and his running mate for 
the governorship.  In the congressional race, Patrick Meehan defeated Democrat Bryan 
Lentz.  But in the state legislative race, eight-term Greg Vitali (D) handily beat John 
Williamson again. 

In Pennsylvania, next yearʼs election calendar calls for contests for local offices --- 
township commissioners in our odd-numbered wards, four school board members and two 
Delaware County councilpersons.  There will also be races for local and statewide judges.  
U.S. Presidential elections take place only every fourth year, but in Pennsylvania every year 
is an election year.  No rest for the conscientious citizen!  And League member. 

November Election Results 
By Roberta Ehrenberg 

Pre-Election 
Forecasting 

At a luncheon the Friday 
before the election sponsored by 
the Central Delaware County 
League, Franklin & Marshall 
Collegeʼs Professor of Public 
Affairs and Director of the Franklin 
& Marshall College Poll Terry 
Madonna gave amazingly accurate 
predictions of the upcoming vote. 

He explained that there 
have been 16 halfway-through-
term elections since WWII and that 
only in two of them did the party in 
the majority stay in the majority.  
He predicted a loss of US House 
seats but not of Senate seats, 
which turned out to be accurate.  
He also mentioned that polls 
showed that 49% of Republicans 
were going to turn out for the 
election, against only 36% of 
Democrats. The results in 
Delaware County for voter turnout 
were reportedly better than the 
36%. 

Election Vote Totals Published by 
Delaware County 

http://election.co.delaware.pa.us/eb/November_2010/22.html 

These are Haverford Township voting machine results, not 
including Absentee, Provisional, or Remote Military Ballots. 

US Senator 
Dem. Joe Sestak     11,835 
Rep. Pat Toomey      9,118 

Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
Dem. Dan Onorato 
         H. Scott Conklin Lt. Gov.   11,136 
Rep. Tom Corbett 
       Jim Cawley Lt. Gov.              9,800 

Representative in Congress 7th District 
Dem. Bryan Lentz                           9,975 
Rep. Patrick Meehan                    10,758 
Am. Congress James D. Schneller   172 

166th District Representative in PA General Assembly 
Dem. Greg Vitale          12,441 
Rep. John Williamson     8,511 
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Civic Council Survey 
Ranks Residents’ Issues 

 The Haverford Township Civic Council 
recently conducted an on-line survey of 
residents about township projects and 
programs.  Results of the survey will be used to 
establish priorities for the council and to advise 
township government officials about issues 
important to residents.  There were 644 
responses to the survey. 
 When asked how satisfied residents are with 
opportunities for input into important township 
decisions, 15% of respondents were Very 
Unsatisfied, 26% Somewhat Unsatisfied, 51% 
Somewhat Satisfied and 9% Very Satisfied.   
 When presented with ten possible issues for 
the township, the issue ranking most frequently 
in the top three selections was Business 
Revitalization. 
 When asked what they like most about the 
township, respondents selected Sense of 
Community first and Quality of School System 
second. 
 When asked if they saw a need for and 
supported a new township library, 54% 
responded Yes and 12% responded No. 
 To see full results of the survey, visit 
http://www.haverfordciviccouncil.org/ 
 

HAVERFORD TOWNSHIP DAY 

 Our LWV-Haverford Township table attracted 
interested citizens at Haverford Township Day 
on October 2.  We had a prime location again, 
right across from the Skatium.   
     We collected several voter registrations and 
spoke with some visitors who were interested in 
the candidates and membership in the League. 
     Our fundraising that day was $113 total, 
$100 for the basket bid and $13 donation for 
the brownies and one mug.  Special kudos to 
Board member Phyllis Lane who graciously 
provided the bidding basket filled with goodies, 
to Stephanie Sayers for the tent setup and to 
Jane Al-Mashat for bring items for the day.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Candidate Debate Well Attended 
 

     The LWV-Haverford Township  sponsored a forum 
on October 19 involving candidates for the 166th State 
Legislative District seat - incumbent Democrat Greg 
Vitali and challenger Republican John Williamson.  
About 50 people attended the debate at the 
Lynnewood Elementary School. 
 
Katherine Miller from Wallingford served as moderator. 
 
     The candidates discussed their distinctly different 
priories in opening and closing statements.  Members 
of the audience submitted a great many written 
questions, which were vetted by Roberta Ehrenberg, 
Rosemary Kesling and Stephanie Sayers. 
 
     Special thanks to Board member Jane Al-Mashat 
who arranged for almost everything involving the 
debate herself.  Publicity was handled by Lynne 
Caldarone and Kate deRiel. 

Kate 
deRiel  
and 
candidates 
at October 
debate. 

At Haverford Twp. 
Day, LWV members 
(from left) Phyllis 
Lane, Jane Al-Mashat, 
Stephanie Sayers and 
Cathy Yungmann set 
up the table. 

Presentation About Charter 
Schools and Vouchers At Next 

LWV- HT Meeting 
School Board Director Larry Feinberg will 

present information about charter schools and 
vouchers to LWV-Haverford Twp. members at our 
next meeting on Tuesday, December 7 at 7:30pm at 
the Quadrangle.    

Mr. Feinberg is our school boardʼs 
representative at a statewide group investigating 
the topic. Since 1978, LWV has been against 
impact that tuition credits would have on local public 
schools and opposes vouchers to private and 
religious schools.   

A Board meeting will follow Mr. Feinbergʼs 
presentation.  For information, call Kate deRiel at 
610-446-8383. 
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From the LWVUS 
League Calls on Congress to Fix Secret Cash in American 
Press release from LWVUS November 4, 2010:  
Washington, DC – The League of Women Voters of the U.S. reflected on the midterm elections today, 
expressing grave concern about the conduct of the 2010 elections. 
"The impact of election 2010 goes far deeper than which party controls the House or the Senate," said 
Elisabeth MacNamara, national League President.  "The tens of millions of dollars in secret money 
spent in this election are a recipe for scandal.  Voters were overwhelmed by millions of dollars in 
negative ads but didn't know who paid for many of them.  Pay-to-play politics won't change until we 
know who the special interests are who are pouring money into our elections," she said." This election 
demonstrated the critical need to improve our governmental structures," said MacNamara.   
"Because of the failure of Congress to act, there are no disclosure requirements governing the huge 
amounts of money that the Supreme Court recently turned loose in American politics.   Voters will be 
hard pressed to know if their elected officials are in Washington to serve the public interest or the 
special interests." 
"The incivility and tone of the 2010 campaign reached a disturbingly new low in American politics," 
added MacNamara.  "Not only was this evident in the advertising, but we also saw it in candidate 
debates and forums and in the public discourse." "The League calls on Congress to pass the 
DISCLOSE Act, which would restore transparency to U.S. elections by requiring disclosure of corporate 
and union spending in candidate elections.  We also call on Congress to preserve and extend ethics 
enforcement.  With the election awash in special interest money, it is no time to cut back on the 
enforcement of ethics standards in Washington."  
"The money poured into recent elections has been unprecedented.  The League believes that voters, 
not money, should be at the center of our democracy," concluded MacNamara. "We will continue our 
decades of work in helping citizens debate the issues in a civil and effective way and fighting for 
transparency, accountability and disclosure in America's elections." 

Web Information  
of Interest 

Apply by Dec. 1 to fill open positions on 
Haverford Township boards and commissions: 
http://www.haverfordtownship.com/egov/docs/12
87064313_680786.pdf 
 
Information about the potential impact of the 
2010 Census on the federal, state and local 
election districts in the Greater Philadelphia area 
from the Committee of Seventy: 
http://www.redistrictingthenation.com/philadelphi
a/ 
 
The LWVPA has a position paper concerning 
apportionment and redistricting: 
http://www.palwv.org/issues/redistricting.html 

LWVUS Privatization Study 
Committee Seeks Members 

     In accordance with direction from Convention 
2010, the LWVUS will undertake a study of 
“Privatization: the policy agenda to transfer 
government functions, services and assets to 
the private sector.” This study will focus on the 
impact of privatizing government services on 
local communities. Committee members will be 
responsible for developing study materials and 
consensus questions and reviewing/tabulating 
responses submitted by participating Leagues. 
Based on the submitted responses, the 
Committee will recommend position language to 
the Board. If you are interested in being a 
member of the Study Committee, please 
complete the online application form at 
http://lwv.psca.sgizmo.com/s3/  and submit it 
along with your resume no later than Dec. 16. 
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Possible Local 
Fundraising Event 

Because our income from dues 
doesnʼt cover our expenses, our 
League is contemplating a trip this 
winter or spring, as a fund-raiser but 
also for fun.  It could be a chance for 
LWV members and their friends to 
travel by bus together for an 
enjoyable outing. Weʼre thinking 
about visiting Longwood Gardens in 
winter, or Winterthur, or Washington, 
D.C. or other places.  

Do you have fundraising ideas 
for us? Is this something you think 
you would like to participate in?  Do 
you want to help us plan such a trip?   
Contact Kate at 610-446-8383 or 
katederiel@verizon.net. 

            

 
BUILDING A VOTER 

FRIENDLY ELECTION 
SYSTEM: A NEW 

BEGINNING 
 

The Third Annual 
Pennsylvania Voters Coalition 

Elections Symposium 
Thursday, December 2, 2010 

9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

Rachel Carson State Office Building  
400 Market Street, Harrisburg, Pa 17101 

You are invited to attend this dynamic dialogue 
between votersʼ rights advocates, legislators and the 
election officials who administer Pennsylvaniaʼs 
election processes. 
SYMPOSIUM GOALS: At this symposium 
participants will: 
• Share information and expertise;  
• Identify potential improvements to Pennsylvaniaʼs 

electoral process that will further strengthen 
accessibility and election protection for all voters; 

• Develop action networks for collaborative efforts; 
• Build working relationships with public officials 

responsible for the Commonwealthʼs elections; 
• Develop an action agenda for 2011-12. 
There will be a panel of state legislators, a 
presentation by the Secretary of the Pennsylavania 
Department of State and workshops. 
REGISTRATION: Registration Fee: $15 (includes 
lunch). Those who cannot afford the fee can request 
a waiver.  
For information:  Lora Lavin, 610-328-3746 

      lavin @steuber.com.  

 

 

Your Guide to a 
Constitutional Convention 
 

The Pennsylvania Constitutional 
Convention Commission, of which the 
League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania 
Citizen Education Fund is a member, has 
published a PA Citizens Guide to a Modern 
Constitutional Convention.  

The commissionʼs member 
organizations  “agree that the time has come 
for the citizens of Pennsylvania to thoroughly 
review all structures and procedures of state 
and local government to find ways to make 
government serve them better.”   

The document details the logistics 
and possible participation procedures 
involved in planning and conducting a state 
constitutional convention.  This 132 page 
comprehensive study includes extensive 
recommendations.  It is available for 
download at:  
http://www.commoncause.org/atf/cf/{fb3c17e
2-cdd1-4df6-92be-
bd4429893665}/PACITIZENSGUIDECONSTI
TUTIONALCONVENTION.PDF 



 

 

 

League of Women Voters of Haverford Twp. 
Cathy Yungmann, Editor 
211 Canterbury Road 
Havertown, PA  19083  

Upcoming Events: 
Dec. 7, 2010 – Presentation by School Board Director Larry Feinberg for LWV-Haverford Twp.  

members at 7:30pm about charter schools and vouchers.  Board Meeting following. At the 
Quadrangle.  Information: 610-446-8383. 

Jan. 8, 2011 - LWV-Haverford Twp. potluck and program planning followed by a Board Meeting 
at 10am at the home of Stephanie Sayers, 58 Fairfield Rd., Havertown PA     Phone: 610-
789-3926. 

Feb. 1, 2011 - LWV-Haverford Twp. Board Meeting at 7:30pm at the home of Cathy 
Yungmannn, 211 Canterbury Rd., Havertown, PA.     Phone: 610-853-2767 


